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This third publication of great arts stories 
from rural, regional and remote Australia is 

a testament to the vibrancy that characterises the 
arts in regional communities.

Since the first book of stories Great Yarn Event 
was released a decade ago, recognition of the 
importance of the arts in country Australia has 
grown greatly, as has the number of people who 
now get involved and have a go. Research shows a 
clear link between an active arts scene and healthy 
regional communities. The economic impact of the 
arts is also better known, as is the potential of the 
arts to attract and retain workers in regional and 
remote towns. 

As a resident of remote Australia, I have seen first-
hand how the arts engender cultural tolerance, 

social engagement, local pride and community 
cohesion. Water, the environment, mining – these 
are all issues at the forefront of life in regional 
Australia. These stories show how the arts are a 
great way of helping people interpret these and 
other big issues and at the same time pay homage 
to the unique characteristics of their communities.

Regional Arts Australia champions the arts 
for the one in three of us who live in regional, 
rural and remote Australia. It is my privilege to 
commend Big Story Country for your enjoyment and 
inspiration.

Suzie Haslehurst 
President 
Regional Arts Australia

fo r e wo r d

suzie HasleHurst

I have seen first-hand how the arts engender 
cultural tolerance, social engagement, local pride 

and community cohesion.



Artists tell our stories. Our visual artists, 
  theatremakers, writers, dancers and musicians 

all explore what it means to be Australian and 
confront the challenging issues of our time. They 
create narratives that examine who we are, how we 
live and what matters in our world.

But behind their work are very different stories. 
These are inspiring tales about the works 
themselves – how they come about and what 
they mean to the individuals and communities 
who create them. They are stories about place, 
community and creativity.

Right across Australia, there are thousands of arts 
stories being created every year. Big Story Country is 
a selection of 35 of these stories, told in their own 
words by the artists. They speak of the creative 

process and about the communities that spawn 
them – from the Tiwi Islands to Tennant Creek and 
Tamworth.

The Australia Council for the Arts – the Australian 
Government’s principal arts funding and advisory 
body – is pleased to have supported Big Story 
Country – not only this publication, but also many 
of the arts projects that are featured on its pages. 

These arts stories underscore the vital role that the 
arts can, and do play in enriching our communities 
and our lives as individuals.

Kathy Keele 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australia Council for the Arts
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KatHy Keele

These stories… speak of the creative process and about 
the communities that spawn them – from 

the Tiwi Islands to Tennant Creek and Tamworth.



CO N T E N T S

��  Drum Atweme – a rhythm that’s theirs

��  Snow circus at Possum Flat

��  Traces of memory – stories of a garden

��  Southern forest sculpture walk

��  Directing the hero within

� �  Ngarakuruwala (we sing songs)

� �   Fling physical theatre

� �   Bringing the music home

��   No�Stones

� �   Football stories from country Victoria

� �   Aphrodite and the mixed grill

� �   Possum Skin Cloak – you’re wrapped in your Country

� �   Lightsite – turning the landscape into pure light

��   Slices of nature

� �   Red Tape by Terra Art

� �   Nurturing artists in Wilcannia

� �   Stories of belonging

� �   Mubali, a sea of bellies

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
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